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Scholarships:  How to Make a Difference 
 
Regular readers of our newsletters know that one of Open Windows’ most important 
programs involves providing scholarships to promising youth who cannot afford the 
tuition, books, fees, transportation and uniforms for junior high and high school.  So 
many young people do not have access to either family resources or scholarships that 
the average years of schooling among Guatemalan adults is just four and a half and the 
majority of young people today stop attending after sixth grade. 
 

It is pretty clear what kinds of jobs 
people with so little education can 
get.  Nearly all of them will work in 
agriculture or some other unskilled 
manual labor position.  These not 
only pay low salaries; only rarely do 
they provide any opportunity for 
advancement in skills, position or 
income.  The young people who 
come to Open Windows day after 
day and year after year trying to 
improve their academic skills and 
their chances of advancing to the 
next level deserve better.  
 
We think it is time to do more.  The 

next school year starts in January, so… between now and the end of this year, our 
goal is to raise $25,000, allowing us to double the number of scholarships we are 
providing this year including the number of scholarships we give to university 
students. 
 
Between now and the end of the year, you will hear a lot about this effort, as we 
promote it in different ways.  To get us started, we have found a donor who, until August 
31, will match every dollar donated up to a total of $5,000.  In other words, if we get 
$5,000 in donations before the end of August, we will have $10,000 and be 40 percent 
of the way to our goal with four months to go. 
 



While many Guatemalans cannot afford to continue their schooling, the costs are fairly 
modest by American standards.   
 

 A year of junior high school costs about $500. 

 A year of high school costs about $800. 

 A year at university costs about $1600.  (Compare that even to a state school in 
the US!) 

 
And remember:  between now and the end of August, you can double your donation 
with matching funds.  So, why wait? 
 

 

 

 

Workshop for adolescents 

On June 25th we held a workshop for 
adolescents, including scholarship students and 
their friends.  The workshop was about the 
importance of the decisions the youth have to 
make in the face of what society and the media 
offer them.  The teachers at Open Windows 
developed the themes of the workshop which 
encouraged the youth to be authentic and 
consistent in the face of opposing pressures and 
to promote solid values.  
  
Thanks to the support of Wings of Guatemala, 
there were four sex education stations where 
discussion focused on myths about sexual 
issues and described methods of contraception, 
the use of condoms, and the consequences and 
prevention of venereal disease.  The youth 
participated actively in the discussions. 
  
These workshops are intended to provide 
direction to the youth in situations which place 
them at risk (such as the 13 and 14 year old girls 
who are already mothers) and where media 
presentations often provide misinformation and 
fail to provide adequate education.  

Muchos niños que asisten a Ventanas Abiertas no tienen la oportunidad de continuar sus 
estudios sin becas.  Por eso, antes del fin del año, queremos doblar el número de las becas 
que damos.  Y, antes del 31 de agosto, su donación se doblará de una donación de un 
donador anónimo, hasta US $5,000.  Así que, ¿qué espera? 

Con la participación de 46 jóvenes realizamos el taller sobre la importancia de las buenas decisiones 
ante la influencia de la moda y la publicidad. La necesidad de fomentar la autenticidad y los valores 
en ellos.  Asociación Alas jóvenes de Guatemala presentó 4 estaciones sobre educación sexual, mitos, 
uso del condón, enfermedades venéreas y  métodos anticonceptivos, como una manera de prevención 
en los jóvenes.  



 

The Sound of Music 
 
At the beginning of June Open Windows was able 
to re-start its music instruction program.  We had 
been providing music lessons to children earlier, but 
the teacher had left and for a couple of years we 
had not been able to offer this program.  During the 
spring, however, the board decided that it was 
important to add this to the curriculum, so the 
search for a new teacher began. 
 
The new teacher, Marvin, was hired and began 
offering lessons on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The 
focus is on teaching the children to play the 
instruments we have available, including 
keyboards, a trumpet, clarinets, and guitars.  
Fifteen children are currently taking the lessons.  In 
addition to the instruments, we have downloaded a 
music program onto some of our laptops which 
helps the students to learn how to read music and 
to play the instruments. 
 

 

Mother’s Day/Father’s Day 
 

Every year Open Windows 

celebrates the parents of the 

students who come to the 

library.  In May we devoted an 

evening to mothers, with food, 

fun and serious discussions.  

Aside from some friendly 

competition and the suspense 

of finding out who won the 

raffles, the two themes this 

year were how mothers can 

help their children become 

more independent and how 

they can instill a desire for 

excellence, both academically 

and in daily life.   

 
In June it was the fathers’ turn. Major themes included how to provide discipline with 

compassion and without physical punishment and the problems that arise when the 

Al principio de junio Ventanas Abiertas ha empezado a dar lecciones de música.  Cada martes y jueves 
vienen 15 estudiantes para aprender solfa para luego tocar el  teclado, trompeta, clarinete o guitarra.  
Trabajan también con un programa de computadora para aprender a leer música.  



dads come home from 

work tired and ready to 

rest while the children 

want their attention and 

help.  Some of the 

children also presented 

dance routines, including 

one in which some of the 

men’s daughters donned 

fake mustaches and 

danced to a song about 

wanting to be like their 

dads.  Competitions 

included a race with a ball 

balanced between two 

broomsticks, a 

watermelon-eating 

contest and other activities designed to embarrass. The evening ended with tamales 

and hot chocolate and all the fathers going home laughing and, hopefully, knowing they 

are appreciated.   

 

 
 

Don’t Forget to Smile on Open Windows 

Amazon Smile, That Is 
 

Donate to Open Windows every time you buy something from Amazon.  If you register 

with AmazonSmile and select Open Windows Foundation as your charity, one-half of 

one percent of all your Amazon purchases will go to the learning center when you buy 

through www.smile.amazon.com rather than through the regular Amazon website.  You 

get all the same merchandise and at the same prices.  To find out more, go to: 

http://smile.amazon.com/about. 

 

 

Want to change a child’s life today?  
Send a tax-deductible check to: 

Want to know more about Open 

Windows Learning Center?  Contact: 

Open Windows Foundation Nilda Girón 
c/o John Davis Director 
1268 E. McNair Dr. openwindows.nildag@gmail.com 
Tempe, AZ 85283 (502) 7834 0292 

En mayo celebramos a las madres de los niños que asisten Ventanas Abiertas.  Hubo juegos, comidas y 
discusiones serias.  La charla fue sobre cómo brindar independencia a los niños y como fomentar en ellos 
el deseo de sobresalir.  En junio volvimos nuestra atención a los padres.  El tema principal fue la disciplina 
sin golpes y los problemas que pasan cuando los padres vienen a casa muy cansado del trabajo y los 
niños quieren atención y ayuda.   
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