
Newsletter Spring 2019 
 

 
 

June Eco-stove Challenge 
 
Does 50 eco-stoves in a week sound like a lot?  Our last group of volunteers installed 
that many in two and a half days.  Granted, they were experts in hardware and building 
materials, and we do not plan to challenge their record.  But if we can get 10 volunteers 
the last week of June, we can give 50 Guatemalan families smoke-free cooking and 
huge savings on firewood. 

 
Between Monday, June 24, and Friday, 
June 28, Open Windows plans to install five 
eco-stoves for every volunteer who comes 
to help.  Our goal is 50 stoves, but we will 
happily do more if we get more than ten 
volunteers and we will do as many as we 
can if we get fewer. 
 
If you cannot join us, perhaps you can help 
by contributing to the cost of the stoves.  
You could even hold a fund-raising event to 
help us install as many eco-stoves as 
possible.  We can send you logos and 
photos of eco-stoves to print on t-shirts and 
sell to raise the money.  See our website at 
www.openwindowsfoundation.com for 
details on how to donate. 
 
Let’s make a difference for 50 families and 
all their children. 
 
 

  Del 24 al 28 de junio Ventanas Abiertas planea instalar 50 estufas ecológicas para familias 
guatemaltecas.  Usted puede ayudar como voluntario/a y/o con una donación.  Junto con 
nosotros para dar a 50 familias el regalo de cocinar sin humo.   

http://www.openwindowsfoundation.com/


 

Have You Seen Our Re-designed Website? 
 
If you have not looked at our website recently, take a peek now.  In January we 
launched a completely re-designed site that is easier to navigate, simpler to update and 
more informative about what we do.  You will find it at the same address as before:  
www.openwindowsfoundation.com.  We have also begun to post more things on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.  To view the social media posts, click on the icons at 
the bottom of each page of the website. 
 

 

  Thank You, Public Consulting Group 

This past fall the Boston-based management consulting firm, Public Consulting Group, 
agreed to donate more than two dozen laptop computers to Open Windows.  
 

While PCG did not need the laptops, 
the donation opens up new 
possibilities for Open Windows.  
Already children are using them to 
complete some of their homework 
assignments.  We may take further 
steps to integrate the computers into 
the children’s afternoon classes.  
Board members have also suggested 
letting children “check out” the 
laptops the way they would library 
books, taking them home to do their 
homework on the computers at 
home.  The new resources may also 
allow us to expand our offerings of 

computer classes to older youth and adults in the community.  
 
Tom and Elizabeth have arranged for a special cabinet to be made for the laptops.  
Volunteers are bringing them down one or two at a time.  By the time all of them are 
here this summer, Open Windows will have 29 laptops thanks to the PCG Cares 
initiative.  Our teachers and students are grateful. 
 

 

En enero Asociación Ventanas Abiertas ha publicado un nuevo sitio web.  Es más fácil de usar, más 
sencillo de poner al día y más claro describiendo lo que hacemos.  Publicamos también  fotos y 
narrativos en Facebook, Instagram y Twitter.  Ve a www.openwindowsfoundation.com.  

En otoño la empresa Public Consulting Group (PCG) de Boston en EE.UU. donó  veintinueve 
computadoras portátiles a Ventanas Abiertas.  Ahora más niños pueden hacer sus tareas en 
computadoras y Ventanas Abiertas le puede ofrecer más clases a la comunidad. 

http://www.openwindowsfoundation.com/
http://www.openwindowsfoundation.com/


Did You Know… 
 

You can donate to Open Windows every time you buy something from Amazon.  If you 
register with Amazon Smile and select Open Windows Foundation as your charity, one-
half of one percent of all your Amazon purchases will go to the learning center when 
you buy through www.smile.amazon.com rather than through the regular Amazon 
website.  Go to http://smile.amazon.com/about to find out more. 
 
 

 

 

New Scholarship Students 
 
With the start of the new school 
year in January and through the 
generosity of its donors, Open 
Windows was able to grant 
scholarships to four additional 
youth to allow them to begin 
attending junior high or high 
school. Selection of the new 
recipients was based in part on 
the results of tests the students 
took at the end of the inter-
session enrichment program the 
learning center offers in 
November and December of 
every year.  There are now 25 
students currently receiving 
scholarships, eleven for junior 
high, 12 at the high school level 
and two at the university.  They 
are studying a wide variety of 
subjects, including accounting, 
business administration, auto 
mechanics, fashion design, 
biology, tourism and teaching.  Since the inception of the program, Open Windows has 
given 179 youth scholarships through this program.   

 

 

 

Gracias a nuestros donadores Ventanas Abiertas ha dado cuatro becas nuevas a estudiantes para 
que pueden asistir básico o secundario.  Los estudiantes ganaron las becas por el resultado de los 
exámenes que realizaron al fin de las clases de refuerzo en diciembre.  Ahora hay 25 estudiantes 
recibiendo becas de Ventanas Abiertas para básico (11), segundario (12) y universidad (2). 

Cada vez usted compra algo de Amazon, Ventanas Abiertas puede recibir una parte del costo, si usted 
compra con Amazon Smile.  Ve a http://smile.amazon.com/about para aprender más.  

José Miguel, a teaching student received 
recognition for academic excellence! 

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/about
http://smile.amazon.com/about


Volunteer Activity 
 
During the past three months, Open Windows 
has received help from several volunteers.  
During February, Norman, one of our most 
frequent volunteers, arrived once again from 
Milwaukee to apply his 27 years of experience 
as a teacher to working with the children, 
especially those in the lower grades.  Norman 
always brings educational games to add to 
Open Windows’ resources, and his sense of 
fun and obvious enjoyment of working (and 
playing) with the kids make him very popular. 
 
Through Entre Mundos, an organization which 
supports other non-profit groups dedicated to 
community development in Guatemala, 
French volunteers Louis and Axelle spent a 
week at Open Windows.  Axelle is an artist 
and used her talents not only to teach some 
of the children new techniques but also to 
brighten up one of the learning center’s 
murals.  She and Louis completely re-painted 
one of the murals (see picture) and added new features to it, including an astronaut, a 
parachute jumper and a sun whose rays were made from handprints of some of the 
children admiring their work.  In more ways than one they left a lasting impression.  

 
As this newsletter goes out, Open 
Windows has five volunteers 
building a house for a family in San 
Miguel Dueñas.  The house is a 
simple one room cinder block 
structure with a bathroom and a 
cement floor, replacing a house 
which was made of corrugated 
metal and corn stalks with only a dirt 
floor.  The family’s two children, 
ages 10 and 8, attend the Open 
Windows library regularly, while 
both parents work to support them, 

one for the municipality and one as a food vendor.   Volunteers Chris, Gail, Diane, 
Lindsay and Ryan timed their visit to Guatemala to overlap with Semana Santa so they 
could experience the celebrations in Antigua.  It is a win-win situation for the 
Guatemalan family who get a new house and for the foreign volunteers who get a 
chance to see a type of pageantry they cannot experience at home. 
 
So, who is next?  Are you ready to volunteer some of your time to teach children at the 
learning center, to install stoves or to build a house?  Our schedules are flexible, so 
gather a group of friends or colleagues and pick the time that is best for all of you.  If 
you think you might want to volunteer, or if you would like more information, send an 
email to OW’s volunteer coordinator at Dennis.Zeller@outlook.com. 

mailto:Dennis.Zeller@outlook.com


 

 

Community Environment Workshop 
 
 At the beginning of 
February, Open 
Windows, together with 
a group of students 
from different Central 
American countries, 
led a youth leadership 
course with 4th grade 
students in the Official 
Urban School Mixed 
No. 2, the workshop 
focused on care of the 
environment, and 
specifically on the 
proper disposal of 
garbage. The children 
made cardboard trash 
cans, decorated them 
with slogans like "the 

bus window is not a trash can" and then picked up the trash from the street outside the 
school. The Open Windows teachers Claudia, Dalia and Moises attended the workshop, 
along with French volunteers, Louis and Axelle. 

 

 

Want to change a child’s life today?  
Send a tax-deductible check to: 

Want to know more about Open 

Windows Learning Center?  Contact: 

Open Windows Foundation Nilda Girón 
c/o John Davis Director 
1268 E. McNair Dr. openwindows.nildag@gmail.com 
Tempe, AZ 85283 (502) 7834 0292 

Maestros de Ventanas Abiertas presentaron un taller para niños de la Escuela No. 2 junto a jóvenes de 
diferentes lugares de Centroamérica.  El tema fue sobre el cuidado del medio ambiente y  la importancia 
de depositar la basura en su lugar.  Voluntarios de Costa Rica, El Salvador y Honduras les han enseñado a 
los niños como tomar iniciativa para proteger el ambiente, decorando cajas para usar como basureros y 
realizando carteles motivadores. 

En febrero Ventanas Abiertas tuvo tres voluntarios que ayudaron a enseñar a los niños.  Norman ha 
estado unas semanas con Ventanas Abiertas cada año.  Louis y Axelle de Francia vinieron por primera 
vez y enseñaron técnicas de pintura y pintaron un mural.  En abril cinco voluntarios están 
construyendo una casa para una familia López  en San Miguel Dueñas.  Buscamos siempre más 
voluntarios para enseñar a los niños, instalar estufas o construir casas.  ¿Cuándo vienen ustedes? 

mailto:openwindows.nildag@gmail.com

