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The Tom Sullivan Scholarship Fund 
 
Starting in 2003, Open Windows 
Foundation’s board chair, Tom 
Sullivan, initiated a scholarship 
program to allow students to 
attend junior high and high 
school.  In Guatemala, this 
education is not free and many 
parents find it difficult to bear the 
costs of tuition, fees, uniforms, 
textbooks, transportation and 
school supplies.  As a result, 
many children stop attending 
school after the sixth grade and 
are left without the skills to earn a 
living wage.   
 
Since the start of the fund, Open 
Windows has given scholarships 
to 172 youth, paying for a total of 454 scholarships.  Today, 30 students are receiving 
scholarships, 13 for junior high, 16 for high school and one for a university education in 
medicine.  
 
Continuing these scholarships depends entirely on donations.  A year of junior high school 
costs $500, while attending grades 10 through 12 costs $800 each year.  The donations 
represent an investment both in the young people who receive them and in the country as a 
whole.  Go to http://www.openwindowsfoundation.com/donate/ and change the life of a youth 
forever. 
 

 

En 2003 Tom Sullivan, presidente de la junta directiva de Open Windows Foundation en E.E.U.U., empezó 
un fondo de becas para que estudiantes puedan asistir a la escuela secundaria.  Hasta hoy se han brindado 
454 becas y 172 jóvenes han sido beneficiados, pero estas becas dependen de donaciones.  ¿Puede Ud. 
ayudar?  Escriba a Nilda Girón at openwindows.nildag@gmail.com  

http://www.openwindowsfoundation.com/donate/
mailto:openwindows.nildag@gmail.com


A Gift to the Dueñas Community 
 

 This spring and summer Open Windows made major 
improvements to the local fire station in San Miguel 
Dueñas.  The first was to fix the roof which had been 
leaking water, even into some of the electrical outlets.  
The bigger task, though, was to add a new room so 
that the women firefighters had a separate place to 
sleep.  That work began in April with volunteers from 
the Canadian organization, Developing World 
Connections.  Five volunteers worked alongside Open 
Windows’ masons and some of the firefighters 
themselves.  The work was finally finished by the 
masons in July with new floor tile, making a large and 
attractive space for the firefighters’ bedroom. 

 

Teaching Teachers 
Towards the end of July, teachers from Open 

Windows held a workshop for the teachers at San 

Miguel Dueñas’ daycare center.  The previous 

March a group from Developing World 

Connections had painted the classroom for them 

and Open Windows staff noticed that the daycare 

teachers were having difficulties, especially in 

managing the children’s behavior.  So, at the end 

of July, OW teachers Dalia, Claudia and Yosselin 

did a workshop with both the staff and the children.  

They 

introduced the teachers to new games they could 

use to keep the children’s attention, improve 

discipline and maintain better order in the 

classroom.  They also showed them techniques for 

improving reading comprehension and methods for 

tearing paper and cutting with scissors, methods 

which were previously unknown to the daycare 

staff.  In addition, Open Windows gave the daycare 

teachers a folder with 15 illustrated short stories as 

examples of the kind of materials they could use in 

working with the children.  With solid preparation in 

daycare, the children at the center will be better 

prepared for school in a year or two. 

Gracias a Ventanas Abiertas y Developing World 
Connections, la estación de bomberos municipales de San 
Miguel Dueñas tiene un dormitorio nuevo para las 
señoritas bomberas.  Arriba está la foto de una fase 
temprana del trabajo; abajo está el personal de Ventanas 
Abiertas en el salón ya terminado. 

En marzo un grupo de Developing World 
Connections pintó las aulas de la guardería 
en San Miguel Dueñas.  Durante ese tiempo 
de trabajo se observó algunas deficiencias en 
las que los maestros de Ventanas podían 
compartir técnicas que han funcionado en el 
centro de aprendizaje, por lo que en julio 
realizaron un taller para los maestros de la 
guardería, sobre técnicas de cómo dirigir el 
comportamiento de los niños y mejorar la 
enseñanza de lectura. Al final les dieron a los 
maestros quince historias breves para 
practicar la lectura con los niños.   



Keeping Our Children Healthy 
 
 At Open Windows we know it is not enough to teach children how to read, do math and work 
on computers.  That is why we also build houses and deliver eco-stoves to families, so the 
children have safe and healthy places to live.  But we also address the children’s health 
needs even more directly through two programs:  regular health exams and daily snacks. 
 
Twice a year Dr. Dian, a volunteer from the United States, comes to Open Windows to check 
on the children who attend the center.  He measures their height and weight and performs 
other checks to ensure their basic health.  When necessary, he refers them to local doctors 
for treatment.  In addition, he makes himself available via email to order lab tests or provide 
advice we might need about individual children. 
 
Dr. Odette and two other dentists from 
Guatemala City take care of the children’s 
teeth.  They provide general dental care, 
including extractions and fillings in permanent 
molars. 
 
Beyond ensuring the children have basic 
health care, Open Windows provides daily 
snacks so that the children do not have to 
study on empty stomachs.  Some arrive at the center in the afternoons without having had 
lunch and the snacks are also intended to hold the children until dinnertime.  They all work 
better when their stomachs are full. 
 

 

Fuego Volcano 
 
When the volcano Fuego erupted in June of this year, whole villages 
were destroyed, and hundreds of people died.  San Miguel Dueñas felt 
no direct impact from the lava or the pyroclastic, but the ash and sand 
affected houses, streets and crops.  For more than a week the 
population was busy cleaning up, and some of the population exhibited 
respiratory problems. Open Windows received a number of donations 
for victims of the volcano and is still distributing those directly to avoid 
the misdirection of supplies that often accompanies disaster relief 
efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Los niños no pueden aprenden si no están sanos.  Asociación Ventanas Abiertas asegura que todos los niños 
que asisten el centro reciben exámenes periódicos de salud y de los dientes.  Dos veces por año Dr. Dian 
viene para control de talla, peso e identificar algún otro problema de salud en los niños.  Dr. Odette y otras 
dos dentistas revisan los dientes de los niños, realizan limpieza, colocan protección y si es necesario hacen 
rellenos y extracciones de piezas en mal estado.  Además, la Asociación da a los niños una refacción cada 
día.  No pueden estudiar cuando tienen hambre. 

En junio el volcán Fuego 
entró en erupción.  Hubo 
poco impacto en San 
Miguel Dueñas, pero 
Ventanas Abiertas ha 
recibido donaciones para 
las víctimas y las está 
dando a varias familias. 



 

Workshops for Parents and Youth 
 
For two days in August, Open Windows sponsored workshops for families with children 
receiving scholarships.  Both workshops were conducted by Sandra, a volunteer from Brazil, 
Gente que Avanza (People on the Move), a group from Uruguay. 

 
The first day was focused on the parents of the scholarship youth.  Each parent was asked to 
bring another parent from the community to participate and the theme was “The Mission of 
the Family.”  The parent participants took an active role, sharing their own families’ values, 
experiences and concerns. 
 
The second day’s participants were the scholarship 
students themselves, and, again, each student 
brought another student from San Miguel Dueñas.  
The goal of this workshop was to explore how self-
knowledge contributes to leadership ability.  The 
students took a personality test to help them identify 
their own levels of self-knowledge.  Then, they held 
group discussions about how to find solutions to 
conflict and even participated in dramatizations of 
problem-solving situations. 
 

 

 
Want to change a child’s life today?  
Send a tax-deductible check to: 

Want to know more about Open 

Windows Learning Center?  Contact: 

Open Windows Foundation Nilda Girón 
c/o John Davis Director 
1268 E. McNair Dr. openwindows.nildag@gmail.com 
Tempe, AZ 85283 (502) 7834 0292 

Una voluntaria de Brasil condujo una charla con padres y un taller con jóvenes en agosto.  El tema para 
los padres fue “La misión de la familia”, y los participantes hablaron sobre sus valores y experiencias.  
Los jóvenes hablaron sobre autoconocimiento y trabajo en equipo base para liderazgo.   
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